
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

1 5 - 1 7  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 0  

The GlobalCapital 

Sustainable and 

Responsible Capital 

Markets Virtual Forum 

2020 Agenda 



 

 

                    Join the conversation: #SRIvirtual  

  DAY 1 – Tuesday 15 September                                      

  Sessions will run from 13.30-16.00 London / 08.30-11.00 New York / 16.30-19.00 Dubai / 20.30-23.00 Hong Kong and will be available on demand thereafter 
 

 NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES 

13.30-13.35 

BST 

13.35-14.00 

Welcome: Toby Fildes, Managing Editor, GlobalCapital 

 

Keynote Interview: 

14.00-14.45 Panel I: The green recovery 

BST  Policymakers and others have called for economic stimulus and recovery measures after the coronavirus to be geared towards greening the 

economy. Is that appropriate, and will it gain popular support when the urgent priority is to restore jobs? 

 Should we be encouraged or discouraged by the level of international cooperation during Covid-19, as a sign of how the world can deal with 

collective problems such as climate change? Can governments afford to engage in solidarity efforts, when everyone has budget deficit problems? 

 What will the European Green Deal look like in practice, and what will be the role of capital markets? 

 Will a green recovery lead to more issuance of green and social bonds? 

 Will the relationship between the state and private capital markets change? 

 Will there be a shift to more working from home and less travel? Is there a risk that this is damaging to economic growth? 

 What are the big investment opportunities that should be tackled first, and what are the constraints in the way? 

 Moderator: Toby Fildes, Managing Editor, GlobalCapital 

Panellists:  

15.00-15.45 

BST 

Panel II: Does Covid change ESG or reinforce it? 

 Does Covid confirm that ESG investors were right all along – or does it change what it means to invest responsibly? 

 Are investors and companies laying more emphasis on issues like social equality and tax? 

 Have ESG assets outperformed during the crisis – and if so, why? 

 Has there been an upsurge of interest in ESG investing? 

 The crisis highlights one of the major conflicts in responsible investing. Should an ESG investor, taking account of health risks, avoid invesring in places 

or organisations likely to be badly hit by the virus? Or should it, to help those affected, direct investment towards zones of suffering? 

 How have ESG metrics and ratings stood up to the challenge of Covid? 

 Has there been a step change in the demands issuers and investors are placing on banks, to demonstrate their sustainability? 

Moderator: Jon Hay, Corporate Finance and Sustainability Editor, GlobalCapital 

Panellists: 

 NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

DAY 2 – Wednesday 16 September   

Sessions will  Sessions will run from 09.00-11.45 London / 04.00-06.45 New York / 12.00-14.45 Dubai / 16.00-18.45 Hong Kong and will be available on demand thereafter 

  NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES 

09.00-09.05  DAY 2 Welcome: Toby Fildes, Managing Editor, GlobalCapital 

09.05-09.50 

BST 

Panel III: Capital markets and the social response to the coronavirus in Asia 

 How have Asian capital markets responded to the coronavirus crisis? 

 Were China’s coronavirus bonds a model for actions elsewhere? 

 How have ESG investors in Asia reacted to the crisis? 

 Has there been an upsurge in social consciousness among Asia investors? 

 Are Asian investors driving companies to shift to green business models? 

Moderator: GlobalCapital 

Panellists: 

10.00-10.45 

BST 

 Sponsored Workshop: 

 Hosted by: 

11.00-11.45 

BST 

Panel IV: Covid-19 and social bonds 

 The capital markets have turned almost instantly to special labelled Covid-19 bonds in the present crisis. What does this tell us about how markets 

now process their social responsibilities? 

 What has been achieved by creating special Covid-19 bonds? 

 Have rigorous standards been used to ensure proceeds are genuinely used for Covid – or doesn’t it matter? 

 Have green investors pivoted to buying social bonds – and having done so, will they stay in that market? 

 Will this lead to the creation of a bigger and more robust, permanent social bond market? 

 Will we start to see corporate Covid-19 bonds? 

Moderator: GlobalCapital 

Panellists: 

 NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

DAY 3 – Thursday 17 September   

Sessions will run from 09.00-12.45 London / 04.00-07.45 New York / 12.00-15.45 Dubai / 16.00-19.45 Hong Kong and will be available on demand thereafter 

09.00-09.05 

BST 

09.05-09.25 

 DAY 3 Welcome: Toby Fildes, Managing Editor, GlobalCapital 

 

Keynote Interview: 

09.30-10.15 

BST 

Panel V: The Taxonomy put to the capital markets test 

 The EU Taxonomy of Sustainable Economic Activities is coming increasingly to be a reality market participants are working with, for a whole range of 

purposes including writing green and sustainable finance frameworks and designing investment mandates. How completely are participants paying 

attention to it? 

 What are we learning about the Taxonomy, now that we can see it up close? Is it all that was hoped for? 

 The Taxonomy is a disclosure standard. Are participants using it in the right way – to describe their activities? Or is there a danger of it being seen as 

rulebook of what is allowed, and becoming a straitjacket? 

 There are many gaps in the Taxonomy: it only fully covers the most polluting sectors. How are market participants finding they can bridge the gaps in 

it? 

 The social bond market is thriving, though social issues are not yet covered by the Taxonomy. The plan is that they will be eventually: but will that be 

a help or a hindrance? 

Moderator: Jon Hay, Corporate Finance and Sustainability Editor, GlobalCapital 

Panellists: 

 NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES 

11.00-11.45 

BST 

Sponsored Workshop: 

         Hosted by: 

12.00-12.45 

BST 

Panel VI: Green and sustainability-linked finance 

 Green and sustainability-linked bond and loan borrowing has dipped during the crisis – thought not gone away altogether. Does this mean that 

when bad times come, these products are a nice-to-have rather than truly essential? 

 Are issuers finding that investors are more interested in their ESG performance and in sustainable debt products than before, or less? 

 Governments appear to have put green bond plans on hold, although others such as Germany have now decided to go ahead. Will sovereign 

issuance grow? 

 Now that the Taxonomy has defined transition activities as sustainable, is there any need for transition bonds? 

 Can sustainability-linked bonds and loans (which are not included in the EU Green Bond Standard) thrive and be rigorous? Is there a danger that the 

market has tried to standardise them too soon? 

Moderator: Toby Fildes, Managing Editor, GlobalCapital 

Panellists: 

 NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES 

 

 

N.B. Euromoney Conferences reserve the right to amend the programme and is not responsible for cancellations due to unforeseen circumstances. Euromoney Conferences accepts no responsibility for statements made 

orally or in written material distributed by any of its speakers at its conferences. In addition, Euromoney Conferences are not responsible for any copying, republication or redistribution of such statements. 


